
Next steps  
 

•  Formalize workset model to allow researchers to identify, 
select, and pull together subsets of texts within massive 
corpora 

•  Implement worksets in HathiTrust Research Center 
•  Employ preliminary findings about user requirements to 

inform further tool-building prototyping projects to be 
awarded by WCSA 
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Research question 
 

How do researchers, especially humanities scholars, use 
collections in the course of their research, particularly in the 
context of textual corpora?  

Theme 1: Roles of collections 
•  Collecting and workset-building are basic scholarly activities, but are 

often unacknowledged labor  

Preliminary findings 

Theme 2: Units of analysis 
•  Objects of analysis must be highly divisible, pieces must be identifiable, 

movable, and connectable to highly granular metadata  

Theme 3: Better metadata 
•  Scholars want non-bibliographic, expert-enriched, shareable metadata 

What is a workset? 
 
Machine-actionable, referential research collection in 
the HathiTrust context. 

Methods 
 
•  Semi-structured focus groups and interviews  
•  13 focus group participants ; 5 individual interviews 
•  Humanities scholars, digital humanities researchers, and 

librarians and service providers 
•  Conducted at Digital Humanities 2013, Joint Conference 

on Digital Libraries 2013, & HathiTrust Research Center 
UnCamp 2013 

•  Multiple rounds of qualitative coding using AtlasTI 7 for 
inter-coder reliability 

The HathiTrust Research Center 
 
The HathiTrust is a repository of over 10 million volumes (3 
billion pages) of text. The HathiTrust Research Center 
(HTRC) is the research branch of the HathiTrust. The 
HTRC offers a suite of tools and services, which enable 
computational access to the HathiTrust corpus.  
http://www.hathitrust.org/htrc/  
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WCSA objectives 
 
•  Enable routine computational analysis across subsets of 

materials in the HathiTrust corpus 
•  Engage scholars in tool design 
•  Enrich metadata in the HathiTrust corpus 
•  Formalize the notion of worksets 

Motivation 
 
•  Scholars increasingly use digitized primary sources 
•  Scholars rely on different kinds of collections in the 

course of their research 
•  Worksets enable scholars to develop collections of 

digitized sources for computational analysis within and 
beyond the HathiTrust corpus 
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